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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is responsive to amendment filed 2/2/09. Claims 1, 3-8, 10-13, 15-18, 
20-23, 25-29, 32-34 are pending in the apphcation. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. Claims 1, 3-8, 10-13, 15-18, 20-23, 25-29, 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over HoUon (US 5,768,164) in view of Yutaka et al (JP 9026832 hereinafter 
Yutaka) and Kasahara et al (US 5,151,696 hereinafter Kasahara). 

As to claims 1, 5, 7, Figs. 1 and 2 of HoUon discloses an electronic apparatus, 
comprising: 

a main body (10); 

a lid configured to open to an open position (see Fig. 1) and to close to a closed position 
(see Fig. 2) with respect to the main body; a main display section (20) provided on the lid at a 
position visible from an outside of the electronic apparatus in the open position of the lid (see 
Fig. 1); 

an auxiliary display section provided on the main body at a position visible from the 
outside of the electronic apparatus regardless of whether the lid is in the open position and the 
closed position (the auxiliary display section 21 is visible when the lid is in open position as 
shown in Fig. 1 and the auxiliary display second 39 is visible when the lid is in closed position as 
shown in Fig. 2); 
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a plurality of buttons provided on the main body, adjacent the auxiliary display section, at 
positions such that the plurality of buttons are operable regardless of whether the lid is in the 
open position and closed position (buttons 1 1-18 are operable when the lid is in the open position 
as shown in Fig. 1, buttons 31-38 are operable when the lid is in the closed position as shown in 
Fig. 2); 

a controller (Fig. 8) configured to display definitions or meanings of the plurality of 
buttons, within the auxiliary display section (39) at positions corresponding to the respective 
plurality of buttons, depending on an operation mode (mode select button 31) of the electronic 
apparatus (see Figs. 3-7, and col. 3, lines 6-22). 

HoUon does not discloses the auxiliary display section the plurality of buttons remain 
visible from the outside of the electronic equipment in an intermediate position between the open 
and closed positions of the lid. Yutaka is cited to teach a portable display including an auxiliary 
display/input section (20) for displaying information such as time and schedule, the display of a 
page calling, the reception of a mail, and a pocket electronic calculator. The auxiliary 
display/input section 20 is disposed in a location that continuously displays the functions for 24 
hours and it can be seen all the time in each of open position of the lid, closed position of the lid 
and an intermediate position between the open and closed positions of the lid (Figs. 1 and 2). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the apparatus of HoUon to place the auxiliary display and buttons at a 
location as taught by Yutaka so that the information displaying on the auxiliary display can be 
seen all the time and can be used more easily and continuously. 
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Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the apparatus of Ho Hon to place the auxiliary display and 
the buttons at a location as claimed, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

It is noted that HoIIon as modified by Yutaka does not disclose outputting codes as a 
result of an operation of each of the plurality of buttons correspond to instructions for each of the 
plurality of buttons and the instructions differ depending on the operation mode of the electronic 
apparatus. However, Kasahara teaches a multi-function keyboard having a plurality of 
manipulating buttons (30, Fig. 1), a mode switch (6) is selectively selecting a plurality of modes 
for the plurality of buttons. Kasahara also teaches to output the codes as a result of an operation 
of each of the plurality of buttons correspond to instructions for each of the plurality of button 
and the instructions differ depending on the operation mode of the electronic apparatus (see Figs. 
3A-3D, and col. 6, lines 40-54 for example). Thus, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus of HoIIon as 
modified by Yutaka to have the feature of outputting codes as taught by Kasahara so as to 
provide an inexpensive multi-function control apparatus which is capable of controlling or 
manipulating a multiplicity of functions of an apparatus to be controlled (col. 2, lines 3-17 of 
Kasahara). 

As to claim 3, HoIIon teaches the plurality of buttons (32-38 in Figs. 3-7) are all provided 
below the auxiliary display section (39). 
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As to claims 4, 6, and 8, Figs. 3-7 of HoIIon teaches the operation mode includes at least 
two modes such as a portable recording medium (phone book mode in Fig. 5, CD player mode in 
Fig. 7) and a mail mode (PC mode in Fig. 6) as claimed. 

As to claims 10, 15, 20, HoUon teaches another auxiliary display section that is covered 
by the lid when the lid is closed (e.g., the main display including more than one display sections 
or windows). 

As to claims 11, 16, 21, HoUon teaches the main body accommodates the controller, the 
lid member is pivotally mounted on the main body, and another auxiliary display section that is 
provided on the lid member (e.g., the main display including more than one display sections or 
windows). 

As to claims 12, 17, 22, Fig. 1 of HoUon shows the lid is mounted to the main body for 
rotation between the opened and closed positions thereof 

As to claims 13, 18, 23, HoUon teaches the main display is mounted on a main surface of 
the lid, in the closed position of the lid, opposed a corresponding main surface of the main body. 

As to claims 25, 26, Figs 3-7 of HoUon teaches the plurality of buttons (31-38) are 
positioned below the auxiliary display section (39). 

As to claims 27-29, HoUon as modified by Yutaka would have the main and auxiliary 
section display sections and the plurality of buttons are visible from a common viewing position 
as claimed. 

As to claim 32, Figs. 3-7 of HoUon teaches the plurality of buttons (31-38) include a 
mode select button (31) configured to instruct the operation mode of the electronic apparatus and 
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a plurality of instruction button (32-38) having instructing contents that differ depending on the 
operation mode of the electronic apparatus. 

As to claim 33, Fig. 8 of HoUon teaches an ASIC register (84), a high-speed bus (80) and 
a character display interface as claimed (col. 3, lines 34-41 for example). 

As to claim 34, HoUon teaches a procedure causing the computer to carry out an 
arbitration of messages from an application layer of a higher level (col. 18-21). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 2/2/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's remarks regarding Kasahara on page 8 are not persuasive. The multi- 
function keyboard in a remote controller of Kasahara is an electronic apparatus, although the 
remote controller is used to control another electronic apparatus, the multi-function keyboard in 
the remote controller itself is part of the electronic apparatus. Furthermore, the modes switches 
(modes I, II and III) in Kasahara are the multi-function modes of the keyboard and correspond to 
modes of the keyboard (electronic apparatus). 

In response to applicant's argument that "Also, it would not have been obvious, as the 
Examiner contends, to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the apparatus of HoUon nor 
Yutaka et al to output codes as taught by Kasahara et al because Kasahara et al requires an 
additional apparatus (a remote control) in order to perform the function of outputting the codes. 
Thus, the principle of operation of the apparatus of HoUon nor Yukaka et al would be changed" 
(remarks on pages 8-9), the test for obviousness is not whether the features of a secondary 
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reference may be bodily incorporated into the structure of the primary reference; nor is it that the 
claimed invention must be expressly suggested in any one or all of the references. Rather, the 
test is what the combined teachings of the references would have suggested to those of ordinary 
skin in the art. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). Kasahara is relied 
upon to teach the feature of outputting code based on the current operation mode, and not for the 
remote control function as erroneous alleged by applicant, therefore the combination does not 
change the principles of operation for HoUon nor Yutaka. 

Conclusion 

5 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Regina Liang whose telephone number is (571) 272-7693. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from SAM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on (571) 272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Regina Liang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



